
Hepatitis B
Varicella
Haemophilus influenzae type b
(Hib)
Pneumococcal Conjugate

REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS DETERMINED BY THE DOH

Poliomyelitis
Diphtheria
Rubeola
Rubella
Pertussis
Mumps
Tetanus
*Meningococcal
meningitis
*Hepatitis B

REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS REQUIRED BY STATUTE
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Since the announcement that the state
of Florida will propose removing
vaccine mandates for school aged
children, there has been a great deal
of confusion surrounding what is
actually happening including the
process for removing vaccine
mandates, the timing of such
decisions, and the overall efficacy of
vaccines for children.This confusion
includes questions from patients about
whether they should or are required to
vaccinate their children, and inquiries
from members about what has or will
actually change with the current
Florida mandates. The following Q&A
has been developed to help Florida’s
family physicians understand the facts
and provide the best guidance
possible for their patients. 

Q1. Are news reports true that
vaccines for school aged children
are no longer necessary?
No, the reports are incorrect and/or
vague which has created a great deal
of confusion. It is important to read
the full Q&A to understand the facts.

Q2. What are the current
mandates for childhood vaccines
in Florida?
Current Florida law (s. 1003.22, F.S.)
requires the following immunizations
for K-12 as well as postsecondary
education* (college) for on-campus
housing (s. 1006.69, F.S.):
 

Other communicable diseases requiring
immunizations are determined by the
Florida Department of Health (DOH) via
administrative rules and include:

Q3. Has the Florida Legislature
passed legislation to remove the
mandate for the statutorily required
nine vaccines listed above?

No, the 2026 Regular Legislative Session
does not begin until January 13 and is
scheduled through March 13 . As of
Wednesday, January 7, no legislation has
been filed to change the current vaccine
mandates for children.
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FAFP members have briefed legislative
leaders about the dangers of removing
vaccine mandates, and the FAFP stands
ready to actively oppose any such
effort. Family medicine will have a seat
at the table. 

Q4. So, what about the four
vaccines written into rule?

On September 10, the Florida DOH
Division of Disease Control published a
notice of administrative rulemaking
intended to “update the immunization
and document requirements for school
entry." The FAFP, in conjunction with
the FL Chapter of ACP, responded
immediately by jointly filing comments
and a request for workshop with the
intent of providing expert testimony in
opposition to changing existing rules
that require immunizations for the four
communicable diseases listed above. 

Q5. Has a workshop been held? 
 
A public workshop was held on Friday
December 12 in Panama City Beach
where FAFP President Dr. Danielle
Carter testified opposing the removal of
the four vaccines from rule. She
explained that these immunizations
have been rigorously studied and no
valid scientific evidence exists, past or
present, supporting their
removal.Furthermore, she addressed
the importance of herd immunity and
how vaccines protect the most
vulnerable.This fact was emphasized by
over a dozen physicians, mostly
pediatricians, who also emphasized the
severity of vaccine preventable
illnesses, and the reason we don't see
or have to treat children or
immunocompromised adults is due to
the efficacy of these vaccines. Equally
compelling was testimony provided by
FAFP contracted legal counsel and
others who emphasized the DOH's
statutory obligation to ensure that all
children in the State of Florida are
immunized against vaccine-preventable
diseases. Simply stated, not mandating
these vaccines for any reason would be
in violation of state law and the FAFP
remains committed to fight any effort by
the DOH for their removal from Florida
Administrative Code. 

Q6. What happens next? 

Despite the clinical and legal evidence,
the DOH is evaluating the testimony and
determining whether to proceed with
publishing an official rule change that
would remove the requirement for the
four vaccines.Unfortunately, there is no
way to determine when this would occur
since there is no legal obligation to do
so.However, family physicians should
rest assured that the FAFP will continue
to monitor the DOH's actions regarding
this issue very closely and communicate
changes as updates are available.

Q7. What should I tell my patients
when they ask questions or even
disagree because of what they’ve
read in the news about vaccine
requirements?

As evidenced above, today’s culture can
be quick to believe news reports and
social media rather than validating
information they receive. However,
studies are clear that physicians continue
to earn the trust of their patients every
day. Family physicians are experts in
understanding not just the science and
efficacy of all vaccines, but are skillfully
equipped to share the dangers of not
following safe and proven vaccination
schedules for the entire public, especially
children attending schools. Stick to your
education, training, and experience to do
what you do best in providing
exceptional care for your patients in all
aspects. 

Q8. Can you direct me to the latest
resources regarding immunizations?

The FAFP Vaccine Resources page
(fafp.org) provides a wealth of
information and resources that help
guide you through the difficult
discussions with your patients.  In fact,
the last updates from the AAFP
Immunizations & Vaccinations website,
including updated childhood vaccine
recommendations regarding Hep B, are
included on the page. You can also
watch FAFP Past President Dr. Christy
Cavanagh’s presentation from the FAFP
Summer Forum (July 2025) “Navigating
the Vaccine Conversation: Responding to
10 Common Parental Concerns.”

https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/12/12/doctors-slam-florida-plan-to-repeal-key-vaccine-rules-ladapo-schools-workshop/87716704007/
https://www.kff.org/health-information-trust/kff-tracking-poll-on-health-information-and-trust-january-2025/#:~:text=While%20large%20shares%20of%20adults,trust%20in%20professions%20across%20industries.
https://www.fafp.org/vaccine-resources
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines.html

