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On Friday, May 1st the Legislature finished work on its substantive legislation and officially EXTENDED its Legislative Session for one week to finish work on the state budget and budget-implementing legislation.  Legislators engaged in budget negotiations through the weekend to ensure that the final adoption of the budget will conclude May 9th.

Following is the status of FAFP’s priority issues:

Tobacco Surcharge 

Against all odds and powerful lobbying efforts by the tobacco industry, retailers and wholesalers, the Legislature will increase the current cigarette excise tax by $1.00 per pack and impose a $1.00 per ounce surcharge on other tobacco products.  The surcharge will be adopted when the Legislature approves its appropriations and conforming budget bills on Friday. The surcharge is expected to generate as much as $900 million in revenue for the state, and will help fund the Medicaid program as well as other health care programs and services.  The revenues from this surcharge proved to be the linchpin in budget negotiations as the House reluctantly agreed to the Senate’s strong position on this issue.

Direct Payment of Benefits – (SB 1122/HB 855)

-SB 1122 PASSED 

Physicians and other providers of medical services won a hard fought battle this year against insurers. Legislation by Senator Don Gaetz (R-Ft. Walton Beach) and Representative Marcelo Llorente (R-Miami) requires insurers to pay a designated provider of services directly whenever an insured specifically authorizes that the payment be paid directly to a recognized hospital, licensed ambulance provider, a physician, a dentist or other person who provided the services in accordance with the provisions of the insurance policy.

At the request of the insurance industry, several legislators proposed amendments that would limit fees to out-of-network providers to 80% of the Medicare rate.  Tallahassee Senator, Al Lawson tirelessly fought for the amendment.  He argued that passing a direct payment of benefits to out of network providers will not only increase individual insurance premiums, but it will drive up the cost of state employee group health insurance plans, for which the state pays.  Fortunately the dangerous provision was not included in the bill. 

SB 1122 passed the House and Senate and awaits approval by the Governor.

Medicaid Reform/Medical Home Pilot Project – (SB 1986/HB 7131)
- SB 1986 PASSED

Legislation filed by Senator Don Gaetz (R-Ft. Walton Beach), Chairman of the Senate Health Regulation Committee, designates Miami-Dade County as a health care fraud crisis area.  The bill directs the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) to implement two pilot projects in Miami-Dade County to prevent the over utilization of home health services and creates a pilot study in Miami-Dade County.  The bill increases the Medicaid program’s authority to address fraud, particularly as it relates to home health services. Health care facility and health care practitioner licensing standards are increased to keep fraudulent actors from obtaining a health care license in Florida.  Finally, under the bill, AHCA is directed to complete a study on the potential implementation of a pilot program instituting the Medical Home Concept.  The current budget negotiations also include discussion on the Medical Home Concept.

Similar legislation was filed by Representative Ed Homan (R-Temple Terrace), Chairman the House Health and Family Services Policy Council.  Representative Homan’s bill created a new pilot based on the Medical Home Concept with federally qualified health centers (FQHCs) coordinating care with medical schools for specialty care and hospitals for inpatient services.  

SB 1986 passed by the House and Senate and awaits approval by the Governor.

Controlled Substances – (SB 462/HB 897)
- SB 462 PASSED

SB 462 by Senator Mike Fasano (R-New Port Richey) and HB 897 by Representative Marcelo Llorente (R-Miami) authorize the Department of Health (DOH) to establish a prescription drug validation program.  This program is a comprehensive electronic system of which will monitor the prescribing and dispensing of controlled substances in Schedules II, III, and IV. The program will be designed and established under the direction of a workgroup and a direct support organization. The program grants immunity from any civil, criminal, or administrative liability to a prescriber or dispenser acting in good faith for liability that might otherwise be incurred or imposed for receiving or using information from the prescription drug validation program. Finally, the program requires physicians to register pain-management facilities with the DOH.  

SB 462 passed the House and Senate and awaits approval by the Governor.

Health Care Funding and Medicaid – Details to follow…
Safety Belt Law Enforcement – (SB 344/HB 1)

– SB 344 PASSED

Legislation filed by Senator Nan Rich (D-Sunrise) and Representative Rich Glorioso (R-Plant City) amends the Florida Safety Belt Law to provide for primary enforcement of seatbelt violations.  Under the bills, law enforcement officers can stop motorists and issue a citation for not wearing their seatbelt.


SB 344 passed the House and Senate and awaits approval by the Governor.

Physician Assistants (PA) – (SB 720/HB 249)

- SB 720 PASSED
Legislation filed by Senator Durell Peaden (R-Crestview) and Representative Jimmy Patronis (R-Panama City) removes the requirement that a supervising physician review and sign each prescription or dispensing medication notation made by a prescribing physician assistant (PA). The bills make changes to the respective practice acts for physicians and doctors of osteopathic medicine to remove this requirement.  Physicians are not prohibited from monitoring charts of the PA’s of which they supervise.

SB 720 passed the House and Senate and awaits approval by the Governor.

Tobacco Education and Use Prevention Program – (SB 2614/HB 1471)

- DID NOT PASS

DOH-backed bills filed by Senator Don Gaetz (R-Ft. Walton Beach) and Representative Sandy Adams (R-Oviedo), provided technical changes to Florida’s Tobacco Education and Use Prevention Program. The bills included efforts to further educate youth and their parents about the dangers of tobacco usage.  The bills also contained a provision that an FAFP member serve on the Florida Diabetes Advisory Council.  This legislation died as the time ran out on last minute negotiations between the House and Senate sponsors.

Vaccinations – (SB 242/HB 33)

- DID NOT PASS

SB 242 by Senator Jeremy Ring (D-Margate) provided that a parent, legal guardian, or other authorized person, in consultation with a pediatrician, has the right to choose an alternative immunization schedule recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as long as the child is immunized prior to admittance into school. The bill prohibited the sale, purchase, manufacture, delivery, importation, administration and distribution of any human vaccine used for either children under six years of age or pregnant women which contains any organic or inorganic mercury compound in excess of a certain amount.      

HB 33 by Representative Kevin Ambler (R-Tampa) was similar to   SB 242, but was withdrawn from consideration.  HB 33 only received one committee hearing.

Autism Spectrum Disorder – (SB 308/HB 89)

- DID NOT PASS


 SB 308 Senator Jeremy Ring (D-Margate) and HB 89 Representative Steve Precourt (R-Winter Garden) required a physician to refer a minor to an “appropriate specialist” for screening if the physician believes that the minor exhibits symptoms of autism.  


SB 308 was amended to only require referral to a specialist if it is “clinically indicated,” and the referral must be offered by a primary care physician.  Under the bill, physicians are required to notify the child’s parents or legal guardian that insurers are required to provide direct access to specialists for screening if the parent agrees that the screening is necessary. 

State University Student Health Insurance - (SB 2256/HB 885) 

- DID NOT PASS


 Legislation filed by Senate Higher Education Chair, Steve Oelrich (R-Gainesville) and House PreK-12 Appropriations Committee Chair, Anitere Flores (R-Miami) created the Student Health Insurance Protection Act which would require universities to become in-network providers with at least five major health insurance plans in Florida.  The goal was to lower the cost of services for students seeking medical attention on university campuses. 
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